STATUTES; 


Or, 
The General PRINCIPLES 


Practical Chriſtianity, 
Extracted out of the 


NEW TESTAMENT: 


Deſigned for the Uſe of the Congregations 
in England in Union with the UNI- 
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In a Letter from the Right Rev. the ORDINARY 
| of the Brethren's Churches. 
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A Mong the many Advantages of adopting the ſacred Words 
of Scripture, one Diſadvantege is taken notice of by the 
Author himſelf; a Perſon , according to common Opinion, is 
not ſuppoſed to hate declared thereby ſo properly his own Con- 
ceptions, neither to have bound himſelf to any thing certain: 
and yet a Society, when ſettling Statutes or Rules for itſelſ, 
. neceſſarily do both, or. it anſwers no End, 
But this Prejurice , however plauſible , would in the pre- 
ſent Caſe be uni For it is the Brethren's real Endeavour, 
to make every Bible - Sentiment /o inwardly and unfeignedly 
their own, that no other poſſible Circumlocution ſhall be more 
or equally ſo. At the ſame time, left it ſhould be thought, 
that they ſeek perhaps ſome Subterfuge in the pretended inde- 
terminate Nature of Scripture - Stile; they know very well, 
that it becomes them to underſtand every Precept and Obliga- 
tion in the ſame manner as the Generality of ſerious Chriſtians 
underſtand the ſame, ( and this is a thing, God be praiſed ! 
pretty well fixed; ) or, if at all differently, then always 
ſtricter. 
There ſeems therefore to be no Impediment, but that the 
fellowing Collection may, with God's Bleſſing, anſtoer its 
End: which is, „ To be a ſuithſul Monitor ( if, and ſo often 
« as, any Monitor can here be neceſſary ) to Souls, who hav- 
&« ing been firſ/ waſhed thro" the Blood of JESUS, do now 
« live ir: the Spirit, to walk alſo in the Spirit. 
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To our ever dear the United Brethren of 
the Engliſh Nation, in Union with 
the People known b. be Name of 
Unitas Fratrum, ſendeth Greeting 
the Diſciple of our LORD and 

His Brethren. 


BRETHREN! 


2 
* 2 Hen I reſiect upon the Time of the 
Year we are now at, I bluſh at that 
Sort of Peccatum omiſſionis J ſeem to be guilty of 
towards you, ever - deareſt Brethren ! ſor as much 
as it is above fix Weeks fince your Brethren of 
London intreated us very earneſtly to leave them 
certain Rules they might learn by Heart, improve 


by conſtant Practice, and attain thereby in the 


moſt Evangelical Way thoſe great Bleflings of the 
Old and New Teſtament, which our LoRD JE- 


rs CHRIS annexes unto the Obſervation or 
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Tenets, or, as your Engliſp Bible calls them very 
conveniently, STATUTES, of His. Your Londen 
Brethren cloſed their Veſtry with a Declarati- 
on , very much the ſame with that of the good 
King, Pſalm cxix. Now we have declared our 
ways , ſaid they, and thou heard/t us; teach us 
the Statutes of the Lord. 

I was the more. inclined to comply with 
their earneſt Deſire, as I was full well appriſed 
by the but juſt mentioned King and Prophet , 
that truly original Admirer of Statutes , and by 
Experience, that they keep every one who has 
reſpect to them from reproach and contempt. 
Bleſſed art thou O Lord, ſays the good Man, 
teach me thy Statutes. Let me not wander from 
them; I will delight myſelf in thy Statutes. 

His Life and Reign was a Series of the 
happieſt Experiences of the matter. Princes did 
fit and ſpeak againſt him, but he cared not for 
that, he did only meditate in thoſe Statutes , 
which were at that critical time his beſt Coun- 
ſellers : for flicking unto them, he had wherewith 
10 anſwer all that reproached him, and it was 


therefore he reſolved to lep that Way till the end. 


He tells us farther, that Keeping ſuch Sta- 
lules freely , is exactly the ſame with walking 
at Liberty. 

He tells us nobly , when the Proud had him 
14 deriſan, that then he might have Joſt his 
ground, but that he fully determines, not to 
decline therefrom. More-- 


(5) 


| Moreover he aſſures the Pilgrims of God, 
that IHESE STATUTES are alſo convenient Rules 
for the Houſe of their Pilgrimage : and he de- 
clares himſelf the C:mpanion of all thoſe that keep 
them. | 

Openhearted and Upright as this great Man 
proved always to be, except in the caſe of 
Uriah's Wife; he inſinuates ſomething, of his 
having gone aſtray himſelf , before he was affiic- 
ted, and that the Proud had taken occaſion from 
thence to forge A LyE AGAINST him, which 


taught Him afreſh to keep the Precepts , and with 
his WHoLE HEART. 


It is good for me, ſays he, that I have been 


affucted , that I might learn thy STATUTES. 

And ſo he concludes, that God had in 
faithfulneſs affiicted him, and that it will now 
become a means to make the Proud aſhamed , 
who dealt with him perverſely without a Cauſe , 
and thoſe that fear Ged turn unto him, even thoſe 
who have known the Teſtimonies of God. 

He inſinuates, that in order never to be- 
come aſhamed any more , one's Heart muſt be 
incliued to perform his Statutes alway even unto 
the End, and to take them as a Heritage for 
ever ; which, of courſe , will make our very 
Heart become SounD in thoſe STATUTES, 
encreaſe it's hatred for all vain thoughts , and for 
the falſhood and deceit of theſe, who err from 
them, and who fain would have them laid aſide, 
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but were, inſtead of that, put away themſelves , 
and trodden down, 

You ſee, my Beloved, that there was no 
occaſion for denying you the Statutes, your Com- 
mittee deſired of me fo plainly , and more power- 
fully than the Children of Iſrael in their Time; 
and moreover with that great Difference be- 
tween both, that when You ſaid to us, that we 
ſhould ſpeak to you all that the Lord our God 
might have ſpoken unto us, and you would hear 
it and dit, and repeated the ſame many times, 
you not only uttered the ſame ſolemn Words 
as they at that time, but ſuch a Heart was alſo 
to be ſeen in you, that would keep theſe Statutes 
which He would have ſpoken himſelf , and which 
1 ſhould teach you of him, and that it muſt be 
wweil with you of courſe. | 

I therefore communicated to your great Com- 
mittee of both Sexes my inmoſt Thoughts , by 
way of a curſory Leſſon through all thoſe Words 
of God, which ſpoke full out what one calls 
the Maxims of the Brethren.” And as I ſaw 


you truly rejoice in it, and that you became 


very importunate with me to bring them all into 
one Syſtem ; ſo the only thing which I demur- 
red about, was the Means I ſhould make uſe of 
for that purpoſe. 

Some of your Paſtors hinted , that the Sta- 
tutes you compiled at your firſt ſetting out, were 
quite in another ſtrain, You were aware that 

tranſ- 
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tranſcribing the Bible word by word, would 
expoſe you, and renew the old charge againſt 
our Way of Catechizing ; which therefore was 
ſaid by ſome to be to no purpoſe , becauſe re- 
peating barely what was to be found written 
in all the Bibles of Chriſtendom , would leave 
Mankind ſtill in the dark about the Meaning 
we afhx to the Words; and the more, as no 
body ( beſides our ſelves) ſeemed to be very 
ſenſible of that excellent Way, which is fo 
abſolutely our own, viz. of never explaining 
the Scripture but by itſelf, and in its own Words, 
agreeable to the Example of Chriſt that truly in- 
fallible Biſhop of ours, who when the Tempter , 
in Order to embaraſs Him therewith , quoted 
Texts out of the Scripture , alledging that it was 
coritten , never gave any other Explanation , than 
thoſe identical Words, Again it is written, 


As great Wiſdom and Perfection as that Ma- 

xim truly is, and will certainly prove itſelf always 
to be to thoſe, who, as St. Paul calls them, are 
perfect ones in Him; it ſeemed notwithſtanding to 
your Brethren and Countrymen, that we muſt give 
ſome Allowance for the Weakneſs of the Feeble, 
and the Babes in divine Matters, ( the not hurt- 
ing of whom, is ſuch a tender Matter to our LorD, 
that condeſcending Shepherd. of Men) and let them 
rather know , by our own Words, the Meaning 
we afhx to the very Words of the eyer-blefſed Ori- 
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gina), than to give them Offence by —y 
affected Generality. 

I own, that theſe Arguments had very great 
Weight with me, and that I was not a little puz- 
zled, when one Brother however inſiſted on retain- 
ing the very Words of the Text as much as poſſible, 
even in drawing up Congregation - Statutes. I 
ſhewed a Sort of Diſpleaſure, his Fellow-Brethren 
ſeeming to be convinced of his Miſtake. 

I moreover moved to him myſelf the Difficul- 
ty naturally ariſing from that Method, 7hich would 
be, that the very Means of attaining Harmony and 
Conformity in our Notions, by uſing Words in- 
telligible to all, would be loſt thereby. The Peo- 
ple known by the Name of Unitas Fratrum , (of 
whom the Engliſp were but one Branch) have actu- 
ally the holy Bible read to them in fifteen different 
Languages, and in each of theſe different Nations, 
the moſt not underſtanding a Word of the Lan- 
guage of the other. And the bringing the reſpec- 
tive Phraſes of theſe different Nations to a Level, 
making Uſe of any Dialect whatſoever preferably 
to the other, was a Taſk never to be attempted ; 
for ſuch a litteral Extract out of that Verſion of the 
Bible , might make the Statutes of one quite unin- 
telligible to all the others : let the Meaning be ever 
ſo uniform, it would be difficult to agree about the 
Authenticity of the Reading , becauſe the Bibles 
of all thoſe Nations, (not even the converted Zews 
among us excepted, as they, and the Greeks, muſt 

learn 
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learn their old Languages even as well as we) prove 
all to be only Copies, and therefore ſubject to 
Miſtakes. 

Theſe Conſiderations, I confeſs, are not 6. 
perficial, but juſt ones. Notwithſtanding, as ſim- 


ple Truth has ſomething more powerful in it than 


the beſt and ſtrongeſt Arguments; before I was 
aware of it, I was gained over to the Opinion of 
my Brother unknown. What, thought I upon 
nearer Recollection, what if I ſhould conſult afreſh 
the Man of.*tatutes? I did ſo, and found that he 
profeſſes to have ſeen an End of all Perfection, ſave 
the Statutes and Commandments of his Lord, which 
were ſo exceedingly BROAD. From whence I con- 
cluded, that it would be no great harm, even ſup- 
poſing each Nation of ours inſiſted fimply on the 
Morals to be found in that Copy of the Bible they 
were uſed to, and followed the Example of the 
Apoſtles, who ſpoke with the Greeks out of the 
Septuagint, tho? even ſo faulty. 

Will they not be deemed obedient Children 
by that great Searcher of the Heart? and will He 
ſuffer their Morals to be at all ſpoiled , by ſome or 
other of their wrong Interpretations of the origina] 
Text ? Why then, thought I, let us be ruled by 
that Layman; and lay nothing before our Engliſh 
Brethren, but what has been ſtamped by their own 
Nation for that J/ord, which was formerly, and 
ever will be, the Lamp unto the Feet of the wiſer 
Fart of Mankind , and the Light unto their Path. 
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The more, as theſe Statutes are able to ſet us right, 
as David further ſays, concerning all Things, ( which 
is, by the by, the old Tenet of your elder Brother 
the unworthy. ) 

Theſe Statutes are wonderfull; but their very En- 
trance gives Light and Underſtanding even to the Simple. 


I wiſh very heartily, that He, who is good and 
does good, viz. our own and only LORD IJ ESus 
CHRIST, the Righteouſneſs of whoſe Teſtimony ts 
everlaſting, may graciouſly be pleaſed to make His 
Face to ſhine wpon you all; teach you his Statutes ; or- 
der your Steps in them; and let not any — * 
Dominion over You. 

J am ſure, when He has taught you thoſe Sta 
Putes of his, your Soul will keep them, and love them 
exceedingly , and your Lips will utter Praiſe. 


Firſt 


Firſt 


.G 
2 F & Ir of all, I would that your 


Hearts might be comforted, 
98858 * being knit together in Love, 
and unto all riches of the full Aſſurance of 
underſtanding, to the acknowledgment of the 
Myſtery of Gon, and of the FaTuaer's, 
and of CHRIST, in whom are hid all the 
Treaſures of Wiſdom and knowledge, 


And this J repeat, leſtany Man ſhould 


beguile you with enticing words. Beware 
leſt any Man ſpoil you through Philoſophy 
and vain Deceit, after the Tradition of Men, 
after the Rudiments of the World, and 
not after CHRIST; for in Him dwelleth 
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all the Fullneſs of the Godhead bodily; 
and 1t pleaſed, that in Him all Fulneſs ſhould 
dwell, and ( having made Peace through 
the Blood of his Croſs) by Him to recon- 
cile all Things to Himſelf, by Him ; whe- 
ther they be Things in Earth, or Things 
in Heaven. 


Without Controverſy, great is the My- 
ſtery of Godlineſs: GOD was Manife- 
ſted in the Fleſh. All Things were made by 
Him, and without Him was not any Thing 
made that was made; in Him was Life, 
and the Life was the Light of Men, and 
the Light ſhinetk in Darkneſs, and the 
Darkneſs comprehendeth it not. He was 
in the World, and the World was made 


by Him; fer, the Wor p was made Fleſh, 
and dwelt among us. 


No Man hath ſeen Go p at any time, 
He himſelf has declared. When they ſaid 
zo Him: Where is thy FaT HER? He an- 
ſwered in thoſe identical Words: 


<« Ye neither know me nor my 
«Father: if ye had known me, 


cc ye 


n 
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tt ye ſhould have known my Fa- 
ce ther alſo. And when Philip ſaid 


unto Him, Lox D. ſhew us thy Father? 
FESUS anſwered : * Have I been fo long 
*« with you, and yet haſt thou not 


« known me Philip? he that hath 
e ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father. 


« The Father himſelf which 
© hath ſent me, hath born Wit- 
« neſs of me. Ye have neither 
te heard his Voice at any Time, nor 
<« ſeen his Shape. 


Search the Scriptures ( we cal 
© them now the Old Teſtament) for in 
te them ye think ye have eternal 
« Life, and they are they which 
tc teſtify of Me. For Gop fo lo- 
« ved the World, ſays He, that 
<«« He gave his only begotten Son, 
© that whoſoever believetlt in Him 
« ſhould not periſh, but have 
« everlaſting Lite.” 7 muſt add 
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it! | with St. Paul, Give Thanks unto the FA- 


1 THER, Which hath made us meet to be Par- 

| takers with the Saints in Light: who hath 
1 delivered us from the Power of Darkneſs, 
nl and hath tranſlated us into the Kingdom of 
| his dear Son: in whom we have Redemp- 
tion through his Blood , even the Forgive- 

neſs of Sins, And now let us hear our own 

Saviour proceeding farther: * Therefore 


« doth my FarhER love me, be- 
te cauſe I lay down my Life; no 
« Man taketh it from me, but I 
te lay it down of myſelf; I have 
« Power to lay it down, and 
have Power to take it again. 
& For as the FATHER raiſcth 
« up the dead, and quickneth 
te them, even ſo the Sox 
« quickneth whom he will. For 
ic the FATHER judgeth no Man, 
te but hath committed all Judg- 
ce ment unto the So, becauſe he 


cc ig the Son of Man.“ 


« All Men ſhould honour the 


«© SON, even as they honour the 
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* FAaTHFR. Whoſoever ſhall con- 
© feſs me before Men, him ſhall 


« the Son of Man alſo confeſs be- 


e fore the Angels of Gon; but 
cc he that denieth me before Men, 
* ſhall be denied before the Angel 
©« of GOD. 


Theſe, my Brethren, are faithful Sayings 
and worthy of all acceptation. For there- 
fore we both labour, and ſuffer Reproach, 
becauſe we truſt in the living Gop, who 
is the Saviour of all Men. But as it is 
written, Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
neither have entered into the Heart of Man, 
the Things which God hath prepared for 
them that love Him. The natural Man re- 
ceiveth not the Things of the Spirit of God 
for they are fooliſhneſs unto him; neither 
can he know them, becauſe they are ſpi- 
ritually diſcerned; but God hath revealed 
them unto us by his Spirit. 


Therefore, Brethren, be not Children 
in Underſtanding: howbeit in Malice be ye 
Children, but in Underſtanding be Men. 

Love 
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Love not the World, neither the Things 
that are in the World; for all that is in the 
World, the Luſt of the Fleſh, and the Luſt 


of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, paſſ- 


eth away with the World. Walk in the 
Spirit, and ye ſhall not fulfil the Luſts of 
the Fleſh: Of which, you have been told 
in Time paſt, that they which do ſuch 
things , ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God. True it is, ye allo walked ſometime 
in them, when ye lived in them ; but now 
ye alſo put off all theſe. Let him that 
ſtole, ſteal no more: but rather let him la- 
bour , working with his Hands the things 
which are good, that he may have to give 
to him that needeth. Let no corrupt Com- 
munications proceed out of your Mouth , 
but that which is good to the Uſe of Edi- 
fying, that it may miniſter Grace unto the 
Hearers. Flee alſo youthful Luſts: but fol- 


low Righteouſneſs, Faith , Charity, Peace, | 


with them that call on the Lord out of a 
pure Heart. For God hath not called us to 
Uncleanneſs, but unto Holineſs. For this 
is the Will of God, even your Sanctificati- 
on; that every one of you ſhould know 
how to poſſeſs his Veſſel in Sanctification 

and 
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and Honour, not in the Luſt of Concu- 
piſcence, even as the People which know 
not God. | FRA , 


| You need not now pick out your Eyes, 
cut off your Hands or Feet, or maim your 
Members, nor yet be ſcandalized by them; 
for ye are circumciſed with the Circumciſi- 
on made without hands, in putting off the 
Body of the Sins of the Fleſh , by the Cir- 
cumciſion of Chriſt: you are dead unto 
Sin through the Corpſe of, Chriſt, being 
buried wich Him in Baptiſm. You being 
dead in your Sins and the Uncircameifion 
of your Fleſh, hath he quickened together 
with him, having forgiven. you all Treſ- 
paſſes. And they that are Chriſt's, have 
crucified the Fleſh, with the Affections 
and Luſts. 


Marriage is honourable in all, and the 
Bed undefiled ; if it is ſanctified by the 
Word of God and Prayer: and that, and 
whatſoever you do, in Word or Deed, do 
all in the Name of the Lord Jeſus. 


Whoſoever is born of God, doth not 
commit Sin; for His Seed remaineth in him, 
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and he cannot fin, becauſe he is born of 
God. We know that whoſoever is born 
of God, ſinneth not, but he that is begot- 
ten of God keepeth himfelf, and that wic- 
ked one toucheth him not. 
ſatisfy ourſelves that we are born of God , 


for the World lieth in Wickedneſs. Let 


no man ſay when he is tempted, I am tem- 
pted of God; but every Man is tempted, 
when he is drawn away of his own Luſt and 
enticed : then when Luſt hath conceived, it 
bringeth forth Sin ; and Sin, when it is fini- 
ſhed, bringeth forth Death. But whoſo 
looketh into the perfect Law or LIBER T, 
and continueth therein, this Man ſhall be 
bleſſed in his Deeds. 
the old Man with his Deeds, and have put 
on the new Man, which is renewed in 
Knowledge after the Image of Him that cre- 


ated him : Where there 1s neither Greek nor | 
Jew , Engliſh or German, bond or tree; but 


Chriſt is all, and in all. 


If ye fulfill the royal Law according to 


the Scripture , Thou ſhalt love thy Neigh- , 

Bur if be] 

have Reſpe&t to Perſons, ye commit Sin. | 
For 


bour as thyſelf, ye ſhall do well. 


And we muſt | 


And ye have put oft | 
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For if there come into your Aſſembly a Man, 
with goodly Apparel, and there come in alſo 
a poor Man in vile Raiment, and ye have 
Reſpect to him that weareth the gay cloath- 
ing ; are ye not then partial in yourſelves ? 
Hearken my beloved Brethren, hath not God 
choſen the Poor of this World , rich in Faith, 
and Heirs of the Kingdom , which he hath 
promiſed to them that love him? 


Let your Converſation be in Heaven. 
Flee Covetouſneſs, and be content with ſuch 
things as ye have, tor he hath ſaid, I will 
never leave thee nor forſake thee. Godli- 
neſs with Contentment 1s great gain. For 
we brought nothing into this World , and it 
is certain we carry nothing out ; and having 
Food and Raiment, let us therewith be con- 
tent. They that will be rich, fall into Tem- 
ptation, and a ſnare, and into many tooliſh 
and hurtful Luſts, which drown * Men in De- 
ſtruction and Perdition. 


Who is a wiſe Man and endued with 
Knowledge amongſt you? let him ſhewout of 
a good Converſation his Works with meekneſs 
of Wiſdom, But if ye have bitter envying 
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in your Hearts, This Wiſdom deſcendeth 
not from above, but is earthly , ſenſual, de- 
viliſh ; for where Envy and Strife is, there is 
Confuſion, and every evil Work. Where- 
fore putting away Lying, ſpeak every Man 
Truth with his Neighbour, for ye are Mem- 
bers one of another, 


Wherefore, my beloved Brethren , let 


| every Man be ſwift to hear, ſlow to ſpeak , 


flow to Wrath; ſpeak evil of no Man, be | 


no Brawlers, but gentle, ſhewing all Meek- 


neſs unto all Men, 


If any Man among you | 


ſeem to be religious, and bridle not his Tongue, 


but deceiveth his own Heart, this Man's 
Religion is vain. But the Wiſdom that is 


from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable , 
gentle, and ealy to be entreated, full of mer- | 


cy and good Fruits, without partiality, and | 
The Fruit of the Spirit 
is Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentle- 


without Hypocriſy. 


neſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meckneſs, Tempe- | 


rance. 


It there is therefore any fellowſhip of 
the Spirit, fulfill ye my Joy, that ye be like- 
minded, having the ſame Love, being of 

one | 
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dne Accord, of one Mind. Let nothing be 
done through Strife, or vain Glory; but in 
lowlineſs of Mind, let each eſteem other bet- 
ter than himſelf. Look not every one on his 
own Things, but every Man alſo on the 
Things of others. Let this Mind be in you, 
which was alſo in CHRIST JEsus, who being 
in the Form of God , thought it not Robbe- 
ry to be equal with God: but made himſelf 
of no Reputation, and took upon him the 
Form of a Servant. Put on therefore Bowels 
of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of Mind, 
meeknels, long ſuffering, forbearing one ano- 
ther, and forgiving one another, if any Man 
have a Quarrel againſt any : even as Chriſt 
forgave you, ſo allo do ye. And above all 
things put on Charity, which is the Bond of 
Perfectneſs. Charity ſuffers long, and is 
kind. Charity envieth not; Charity vaunt- 
eth not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not be- 


have itſelf unſeemly; ſeeketh not her own, 


is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, re- 
joiceth not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
Truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, 


hopeth all things, endureth all things. Cha. 
rity never fails. 
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in your Hearts, This Wiſdom deſcendeth 
not from above, but is earthly , ſenſual, de- 
viliſh ; for where Envy and Strife is, there is 
Confuſion, and every evil Work. Where- 


fore putting away Lying, ſpeak every Man 


Truth with his Neighbour, for ye are Mem- 
bers one of another, 


Wherefore, my beloved Brethren , let 
every Man be ſwift to hear, ſlow to ſpeak, 
flow to Wrath; ſpeak evil of no Man, be 
no Brawlers, but gentle, ſhewing all Meek- 


neſs unto all Men. If any Man among you | 


ſeem to be religious, and bridle not his Tongue, 


but deceiveth his own Heart, this Man's 


Religion is vain. But the Wiſdom that 1s 


from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, | 
gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, full of mer- | 
cy and good Fruits, without partiality , and | 
without Hypocriſy. The Fruit of the Spirit | 
is Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentle- | 
neſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meckneſs, Tempe- | 


rance. 


If there is therefore any fellowſhip of 
the Spirit, fulfill ye my Joy, that ye be like- | 
minded, having the ſame Love, bcing of 
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bne Accord, of one Mind, Let nothing be 
done through Strife, or vain Glory; but in 
lowlineſs of Mind, let each eſteem other bet- 
ter than himſelf. Look not every one on his 
own Things, but every Man alſo on the 
Things of others. Let this Mind be in you, 
which was alſo in CHRIST Jesus, who being 
in the Form of God , thought it not Robbe- 
ry to be equal with God: but made himſelf 
of no Reputation, and took upon him the 
Form of a Servant. Put on therefore Bowels 
of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of Mind , 
meeknels, long ſuffering, forbearing one ano- 
ther, and forgiving one another, if any Man 


have a Quarrel againſt any : even as Chriſt 
forgave you, ſo allo do ye. And above all 
things put on Charity, which is the Bond of 
Perfectneſs. Charity ſuffers long, and is 
kind, Charity envieth not; Charity vaunt- 
eth not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not be- 
have itſelf unſeemly; ſeeketh not her own, 
1s not eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, re- 
joiceth not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
Truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things. Cha. 
Tity never fails. 
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But as touching Brotherly Love, ye need 
not that | write unto you, for ye yourſelves 


are taught of God to love one another, But 


he that hateth his Brother, is in Darkneſs and 
knoweth not whither he goeth, becauſe that 


Darkneſs hath blinded his Eyes. 


put you in Mind to be ſubject to Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, 
to be ready to every good Work. 


I exhort therefore, that firſt of all, Sup- 
plications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving 
of Thanks be made for all Men. For King 
Grorce the Second, and all that are in Au- 
thority under Him; that ye may Jead a pea- 
ceable Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 
For this is good and acceptable in the Sight 
of God our Saviour, who will have all Men 
to be ſaved, and to come to the Knowledge 
of the Truth. 


Remember them who have ſpoken to 
you the Word of God, whoſe Faith follow, 
conſidering the End of their Converſation : 
be alſo obedient unto them, and ſubmit your- 
ſelves, for they watch for your Souls, as 


they that muſt give account ; that they may 
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do it with Joy and not with Grief; for that 
is unprofitable for you. Therefore ſubmit 
yourſelves unto ſuch, to the Miniftry of the 
Saints, and to every one that helpeth with 
us, and Jaboureth; for they have refreſhed 
my Spirit and yours : therefore acknowledge 
ye them that are ſuch. 


There are Diverſities of Gifts , but the 
ſame Spirit. And there are differences of Ad- 
miniſtrations; but the ſame Lord. And 
there are diverſities of Operations, but it is 
the ſame God, which worketh all in all. But 
the manifeſtation of the Spirit is given to 
every Man to profit withal. But all theſe 
worketh that one, and the ſelf - ſame Spirit, 
Let the Peace of God rule in vour Hearts, to 
the which alſo you are called in one Body, 
and be ye thankfull. 


For as the Body 1s one, and hath many 
Members, and all the Members of that one 
Body, being many, are one Body: fo alſo 
is Chriſt, For by one Spirit we are all bap- 


tied into one Body. That there ſhould be 


no Schiſm in the Body , but that the Mem- 
bers fhould have the ſame Care one for ano- 
* B 4 ther; 
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ther; and if one Member ſuffers, all 
the Members ſuffer with it. Now you are 
the Body of Chriſt, and Members in parti- 
cular. If the Foot ſhall ſay, becauſe I am 
not the Hand, I am not of the Body; is it 
therefore not of the Body ? God ſet the Mem- 
bers every one in the Body, as it hath pleaſed 
Him. The Rye cannot ſay unto the Hand 
I have no need of thee ; nor again the Head 
to the Feet, I have no need of you. Nay 
much more, thoſe Members of the Body 
which ſcem to be more feeble, are neceſſary. 


Letthoſe that rule well, be counted wor- 
thy of double honour, eſpecially they who 
abour in the Word and Doctrine. 


Dear Fillow-Labourers! Feed the Flock 
of God, not as being Lords over God's He. 
ritage, but being Enſamples to the Flock. 


Provide neither Gold nor Silver, for the 
Workman 1s worthy of his meat, 


Servants of God muſt ſhew themſelves 
Patterns of good Works, in Doctrine ſhewing 
uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, found 

ſpeech 
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ſpeech that cannot be condemned, that he 
that is of the contrary part, may be aſhamed, 
having no evil thing to ſay of them: In 
Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe them- 
ſelves, if God peradventure will give them 
Repentance to the acknowledging of the 
Truth, and that they may recover themſelves 


out of the ſnare of the Devil, who were taken 
captive by him at his will, 


Lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man. Who- 
ſoever forſaketh not all that he hath, he can- 
not be a Diſciple of the Lord; he that loveth 
Father or Mother more than Him, is not 
worthy of Him, and he that loveth Son or 
Daughter more than Him , is not worthy of 
Him, Yea if any Man come to Him, and 
at all hazards cannot hate his Father and Mo- 
ther and Wife and Children and Brethren, yea 
and his own Lite alſo, he cannot be his Diſ- 
ciple. 

A Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, ſober, of 
good Behaviour, apt to teach; one that ru- 
leth well his own Houſe, having bis Children 
in Subjection with all Gravity. Not a No- 
vice, leſt being lifted up with Pride, he fall 
into the Judgment of the Devil. Moreover 
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he muſt have a good Report of them which 
are without ; leſt he fall into Reproach, and 
the Snare of the Devil. 


The Deacons muſt likewiſe be grave, not 
double - tongued, not greedy of filthy lucre, 
holding the Myſtery of Faith in a pure Con- 
fcience. And let theſe alſo be firſt proved 
let them uſe the Office of a Deacon, being 
found blameleſs. For they that have uſed 
the Office of a Deacon well, purchaſe to 
themſelves a good Degree, and great bold- 
neſs in the Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Theſe Things 1 write unto you, that ye may 
know how you ought to behave yourſelves in 
the Houſe of God, which is the Church of 
the living God, the Pillar and Ground of 
the Truth. 


Be all of you fubjeQ one to another. For 
God reſiſteth the Proud, and giveth Grace 
to the humble. 


Againſt an Elder receive not an Accu- 
fation but before two or three Witneſſes; 


neither become Partzkers of other Men's 


Sins; keep yourſelves pure. Rebuke not an 
| Elder, 


ll. 
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Elder, but entreat him as a Father, and the 
younger Men as Brethren ; the elder Wo- 
men as Mothers, the younger as Siſters with 
all Purity. 


Speak the things which become ſound 
Doctrine: That the aged Men be ſober, 
grave, temperate, ſound in Faith, in Chari- 
ty, in Patience. The aged Women likewiſe 
that they be in behaviour as becometh Holi- 
neſs, not falſe Accuſers, not given to much 


Wine, Teachers of good things. 


Teach the younger Women to be ſober, 
to love their Huſbands, to love their Chil- 
dren, to be diſcreet, chaſte, Keepers at home, 
good, obedient to their own Huſbands, 


that the Word of God be not blaſphemed. 


And I intreat you now, true Yoke-Felb 


: lows, help thoſe Women which labour in the 
: Goſpel, with my Fellow Labourers. But I 


ſuffer not a Woman to teach publickly, nor 


to uſurp Authority over the Man, but to 
de in ſilence. I will therefore that Men pray 
every where, lifting up holy Hands, without 
Wrath and doubting. In like manner alſo 


the 
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the Women adorn themſelves in modeſt 
Apparel, with Shamefacedneſs and Sobrie- 
ty; not with coſtly Array, but, which be- 
cometh Women profcſting Godlineſs. Let 
the Women learn in ſilence with all ſub- 
jection. | 

Honour Widows that are Widows in- 
geed: now ſhe that is a Widow indeed, truſteth 
in God; but ſhe that liveth in pleaſure, is dead 
while ſhe liveth. 

Likewiſe ye Wives, be in ſubjection to 
your own Huſbands,who obey not the Word, 
that they alſo may without the Word be won 
by the Converſation of the Wives, while they 
behold your chaſte Converſation ; whoſe ad- 
orning let it be the hidden Man of the Heart, 
in that which is not corruptible, even the Or- 
nament of a meek and quiet Spirit, which is 
in the Sight of God of great Price. 
ter this manner in the old Time, the holy 
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Women alſo who truſted in God adorned ö 


themſelves, being in Subjection to their on 
Huſbands; even as Sarah "_ Abraham, 
calling him Lord. 


Likewiſe ye Huſbands, as ell with them | 
according to Knowledge, giving honour un- 
:0 the Wife as unto the weaker Veſſel, and as 

being 
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being Heirs together of the Grace of Life, 
that your Prayers be not hindered. 

Wives, ſubmit yourſelves unto your own 
Huſbands, as it is fit in the Lord. 

Huſbands, love your Wives, and be 
not bitter againſt them. 

Children „ obey your Parents in all 
things, for this is well-pleaſing unto the Lord. 

Fathers, provoke not your Children to 
Anger, leſt they be diſcouraged. 

Servants, obey your Maſters in al 
things, not with Eye-ſervice as Mere pleaſers, 
bur in Singleneſs of Heart, fearing God : and 
pleaſe them well in all things, not anſwer- 
ing again, not purloining , but ſtiewing all 
good Fidelity. Adorn the Doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all Things, Let Servants 
count their own Maſters worthy of all Ho- 
nour, that the Name of God and his Doc- 
trine be not blaſphemed: And they that 
have believing Maſters, let them not deſpiſe 
them becauſe 1 they are Brethren, but rather 
do them Service, becauſe they are faithful 


and beloved, Partakers of the Benefit, These 


Things teach and exhort ; and whatſoever 
you do, do it heartily, as unto the Lord, an 
not unto Men; for ye ſerve the Lord Clrilt. 

| Nia 


EE, 
Maſters, give unto your Servants that 
which is juſt and equal, knowing that ye al- 
ſo have a Maſter in Heaven , 

And let us not be weary of Well-do- 
ing: for in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, it we 
faint not. As we have Opportunity there- 
fore, let us do Good unto all Men, eſpecially 
unto them who are of the Houſhold of Faith: 

Now concerning the Collection upon 
the firſt Day of the Week , let every one of 
you lay by him in ſtore as God hath proſpe- 
red him; every Man according as he purpo- 
ſeth in his Heart, ſo let him give; not grudg- 
ingly or of neceſſity, for God loveth a chear- 
full Giver. And God is able to make all 
Grace abound towards you, that you always 
having all ſufficiency in all things, may abound 
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to every good Work. Study to be quiet, and 
to do your own Buſineſs; and work with your 
Hands, that you may walk honeſtly towards 
them that are without, and that you may 


have lack of none of them. 


For yourſelves know how you ought to 
follow us, for we behaved not ourſelves diſ- 
orderly among you; neither did we eat any | 
Man's Bread; not becauſe we have not power, 
but to make ourſelves an example unto you, | 

to 
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to follow us. I robbed other Churches 
to do you ſervice, and when I was preſent 
with you, and wanted, I was chargeable to 
no man. For that which was lacking to me, 
the Brethren in my own Country ſupplied 
and in all things I have kept my ſelf from 
being burthenſome unto you , and fo I will 
keep mylelf every where. As the Truth of 


Chriſt is in me, no Man ſhall ſtop me of this 


boaſting in this Realm. Wherefore? becauſe 
love you not? God knoweth. But what I 
do, that I will do, that I maycutoff Occaſion 
from them that deſire Occaſion, for ſuch are 
deceitful workers; and no marvel, for Satan 
himſelf is transformed into an Angel of Light. 
And I obſerved, that by ſome-means your 


| Minds could be corrupted from the Simpli» 
/ city that is in Chriſt. I hope [ have com- 


mitted no Offence in abaſing N that 
you might be exalted. 
My Brethren, grieve not the hol y Spi- 


rit of God, whereby ye are ſcaled unto the 


Day of Redemption. 
Rejoice evermore. 
Pray without ceaſing. 
In every thing give Thanks. 
Quench not the Spirit. 
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Let the Word of Chriſt dwell in you 
richly in all Wiſdom. teaching and admoniſh- 
ing one another in Pſalms and Hymns and 
ſpiritual Songs, ſinging with Grace in your 
Hearts to the Lord. 

Let all things be done to edifying, 


Let the Prophets ſpeak , and let the o- 4 


thers judge. For the Spirits of the Prophets 


all Churches of the Saints. 


Let us pray with the Spirit, and with | 
the Underſtanding alſo. Let us ſing with 
the Spirit, and with the Underſtanding alſo. ' 

Brethren, if a Man be overtaken in a 


Fault , ye which are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch a 
one in the Spirit of Meekneſs , conſidering 


thyſelf, leſt thou alſo be tempted. Bear ye 
one anothers Burthens, and ſo fulfill the Law © 
of Chriſt. If any Man ſee his Brother fin a a 
-fin which is not unto Death, he ſhall aſk, and viſe 


he ſhall give him Life, for them that ſin not 


unto death. There is a Sin unto Death. 


Confeſs your Faults one to another, that 4 
ye may be healed: the effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous Man availeth much; but let 


him aſk in Faith, nothing wavering, for a 
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that wavereth is like a wave of the Sea, dri- 
ven with the Wind and toſſed. For let not 


that man think, that he ſhall receive any 
thing of the Lord : A double-minded Man 


is unſtable in all his Ways. 

Now we exhort you, warn them that 
are unruly ; comfort the feeble-minded; ſup- 
port the weak; be patient toward all Men. 
See that none render Evil for Evil unto any 
man, but ever follow that which 1s good, 
both among yourſelves, and to all Men. 
Look diligently, leſt any Man fail of the 
Grace of God; leſt any Root of Bitterneſs 
ſpringing up trouble you, and thereby many 
be defiled. 

Withdraw yourſelves from every Bro- 
ther that walketh diſorderly. It any would 
not work, neither ſhould he eat. Suffer not 


them which walk among youdiſorderly,work- 


ing not at all, but being buſy - bodies; ad- 


2 viſe them that with quietneſs they work, and 
eat their own Bread. And if any Man obey 


not, note that Man, and have no company 
with him, that he may be aſhamed; yet 
count him not as an Enemy , butadmoniſh 
him as a Brother, 


In a great Houle „there are not only 
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Veſſels of Gold, and of Silver, but alſo of 
Wood, and of Earth, and ſome to honour 
and ſome to diſhonour ; it a Man therefore 
purge himſelf from theſe, he ſhall be a Veſſel 
unto honour, ſanctified and meet for the Ma- 
ſters uſe, and prepared unto every good work. 

It any man think himſelf to be ſpiritual, 
let him acknowledge that the things that I 
write unto you, are the Commandments of the 
Lord. But if any man ſeem to be conten- 
tious, we have no ſuch Cuſtom, neither the 
Churches of God, For if any.man think him- 
ſelt to be ſomething, when he is nothing, he 
deceiveth himſelf. If any man conſent not 
to wholeſome Words, even the Words of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the Doctrine which 
is according to Godlineſs, he is proud, know- 
ing nothing, but doting about queſtions, and 


ſtrifes of words, whereof cometh Envy, Strife, 


Railings, evil Surmiſings; having the Under- 
ſtanding darkened; being alienated from the 
Life of God, through the ignorance that is in 
them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their Heart. 
Some being paſt feeling, in the end have gi- 
ven themſelves over to Laſciviouſneſs, and 
uncleaneſs: But ye have not fo learned Chrilt, 


Them that fin, rebuke before all, that 
others 
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others alſo may fear. And of ſome have com- 
paſſion, making a Difference, hating even the 
garment ſpotted by the Fleſh. For this know 
alſo, that in the laſt Days perilous Times will 
come, for Men ſhall be Lovers of their own 
ſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, blaſphe- 
mers, unthankfull, unholy, without natura] 
affection, truce-breakers, falſe accuſers, fierce, 
Deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, Traitors, 
heady, highminded, Lovers of pleaſures, more 
than Lovers of God ; having a form of God- 
lineſs, but denying the Power thereof; ever 


b learning and never able to come to the know- 
t ledge of the Truth; Men of corrupt Minds, 
- reprobate concerning the Faith. From ſuch 
. turn away. But evil Men and Seducers wax 
—worſe and worſe, deceiving and being de- 
d | ceived. 

„ Ye therefore, Beloved, ſeeing theſe 


r- | Things before, beware leſt ye alſo being led 
away with the Error of the wicked, fall from 
your own ſtedfaſtneſs. 

Now l beſeech you, Brethren, mark them 
which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary 
to the Doctrine which ye have learned, and 
avoid them; for they that are ſuch, ſerve not 
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and fair Speeches deceive the Hearts of the 
Simple. 

Walk in Wiſdom to them that are with- 
out, redeeming the Time; let your Speech 
be alway with Grace, ſeaſoned with Salt, that 
ye may know how you ought to anſwer 
every Man. © 

Be ready always to give an Anſwer to 
every Man that aſketh you a Reaſon of the 
hope that 1s in you; having a good Conſcience, 
that whereas they ſpeak evil of you, as of evil- 
doers, they may be aſhamed, that falſely ac- 
cuſe your good Conyerſation in Chriſt. For 
it is better, if the Will of God be fo, that ye 
ſuffer for well -doing, than for evil-doing ; 
for what glory is it, if when ye be buffeted 


for your faults, ye ſhall take it patiently ? but 


if when ye do well, and ſuffer for it, ye take 
it patiently, this is acceptable to God. For 
even hereunto were ye called: becauſe Chriſt 
alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an Example 
that ye ſhould follow his Steps. 

Pray for us, that we may be delivered 


from unreaſonable and wicked Men: for all | 


men have not Faith. 


Be ſober, be vigilant ; becauſe your Ad- 


verſary the Devil, as a roaring Lion, 
et 
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eth about, ſeeking whom he can devour ; 
whom reſiſt, ſtedfaſt in the Faith, knowing 
that the fame Afflictions are accompliſhed in 
your Brethren that are in the World. Fight 
the good Fight of Faith, lay hold on eternal 
Life, whereunto ye are alſo called, Above all, 
taking the Shield of Faith, wherewith ye ſhall 
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked. For we wreſtle not againſt fleſh and 
blood, but againſt Rulers of the darkneſs of 
this world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in high 
places. Wherefore take unto you the whole 
armour of God, that ye be able to withſtand 
in the evil Day, and having done all, to ſtand. 

Let brotherly love continue. Be not for- 
getful to entertain Strangers. If you bring 
them forwards on their journey after a godly 
ſort, you ſhall do well: becauſe that for his 
Name's fake they go forth, taking nothing 
of the Gentiles. We therefore ought to re- 
ceive ſuch, that we might be Fellow - Help- 
ers to the Truth. 

Remember alſo thoſe that are in Bonds. 

Concerning them which are aſleep, ſorrow 
not as others which have no Hope. For it we 
believe that Jeſus died and roſe again, even ſo 
them that ſleep in Jeſus will God bring with 


Him. For this is faid unto us, by the ge 
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r the Ford, that thoſe who are alive and re- 
main to the coming, of the Lord, ſhall not 
prevent them which are aſleep. Then we 
which are alive, and remain, ſhall be caught 
up together with them in the Clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the Air : and fo ſhall we ever be 
with the Lord. Wherefore r ano- 

ther with theſe Words. 8 

But of the Times and Seaſons, Brethren, 
ye have no need that I write unto you; for 
ye are not in Darkneſs, that that Day ſhould 

overtake you unawares. #4 
Farewell, Brethren, be perfect, be of good 
Comfort, be of one Mind, live in Peace, and 
the God of Love and Peace ſhall be with you. 
Only let your Converſation be as it becometh 
the Goſpel of Chriſt: and in nothing terrified 
by your Adverſaries; which is to them an evi- 
dent token of perdition, but to you of Salva- 
tion, and that of God. 
ven in the behalf of Chriſt, not only to be- 
lieve on him, but alſo to ſuffer for his fake ; 
having the fame Conflict which ye heard to 
be in me, and now ſaw in me. Finally, be 
ye all of one Mind, having Compaſſion one 
of another, love as Brethren, be pitiful, be 
courteous : not rendering evil for evil, or rail- 
ing for railing; but comratiwite, bleſſing, 
know- 


For unto you it is gi. 
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knowing that ye are thereunto calle, that 
ye ſhould inherit a Bleſſing. And who is he 
that wilsharm you, if ye be Followers of 
that which is good? but if ye ſuffer for Right- 
eouſneſs ſake, happy are ye, and be not afraid 
of their terrour, neither be troubled. 

Whatſoever things are true, whatſoever 
things are Honeſt, whatever things are pure, 
whatſoever things are lovely, whatſocver 
things are of good Report; if there be any 
Virtue, and if there be any Praiſc; think on 
theſe Things, meditate on theſe things, give 
yourſelves wholly to them, that your profit- 
ing may appeat᷑ to all, until the Appearing 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: looking for that 
bleſſed Hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour, who gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 
all Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a pecu- 
liar People, zealous of good Works. For 
the Grace of God that bringeth Salvation, 


| | hath appeared to all Men, teaching you, that 


denying Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, you 
ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
this preſent World: that ye might be blame- 
leſs and harmleſs, without rebuke, in the 
midſt of a crooked and perverſe Nation , a- 
mong whom ye ſhine as Lights, 

Bre- 
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Brethren, I am glad 6n your behalf; bbt 
yet 1 would have you wiſe unto that which is 
good, and ſimple concerning Evil“ Abſtain 


grom all Appearance of Evil. And the God 


of Peace ſhall bruiſe Satan under your Feet 
ſhortly, ta the End that he may eſtabliſh your 
Hearts unblameable in Holineſs before God, 
even our Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, with all his Saints. 

And that ſame God of Peace, ſanctify you 
wholly; and I pray God your whole Spirit 
and Soul and Body be preſerved blameleſs 
unto the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt- 
Faithful is he that calleth you, who alſo will 
do it. 

Brethren, pray for us. 

Greet all the Brethren with an holy Kiſs. 

The Grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the Love of the Father, and the Communion 
of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you all. 

And the Lord direct your Hearts in the 
Love of God, and into the patient waiting 
for Chriſt. Amen! 
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